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"Legally Blonde: The Musical" will be performed on Oct. 4-7 at the Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center. Faculty get two free tickets, and students get 


in for free with student ID. 


By Faith Hammersley 
Multimedia Journalist 


Tyler Junior College Theatre Department will perform "Legally 
Blonde: The Musical" this fall. "Legally Blonde" originated as 
a movie and is not a musical performance. It was adapted as a 
musical in 2007 with music and lyrics by Laurence O'Keefe and 
Neil Benjamin. The film takes place in 2001. 

_Legally Blonde tells the story of Elle Woods, a sorority girl who 
enrolls at Harvard Law School to win back her ex-boyfriend, 
Warner. But along the way she discovers a passion for law and 
defending the innocent. The TJC Theatre Department presents 
"Legally Blonde: the Musical" from Oct. 4-7. 

Jacob Davis, professor of theatre, will direct the show. 


“The things that the students are capable of doing is always 
fun to celebrate and be a part of. I think it's really good for the 
junior college for folks that are just coming out of high school. 
This moment you students are discovering who you are, and 
that's always fun for me to watch that journey,” Davis said. “This 
is just kind of a microcosm of that, of watching someone grow and 
become who they really are. So, enjoy that.” 

Davis says the production will feature multiple set changes and 
brightly colored scenery. 

“There will be a lot of rollers where it is easy to move set pieces 
on and off the stage,” Davis said. He mentioned he is looking 
forward to the audience just enjoying the show. 

“First of all, it's a lot of fun to kind of go with these outlandish 
characters, but it's also real, honest,” Davis said. “And I think 


Musical to show iconic settings; auditions on Aug. 30 


it's good for everybody to think about the idea that you may be 
perceived one way, but there's actually probably more to you, and 
ways that we get to go along with people as they discover it.” 

Carolyn Hanna, who is the department chair in dance, will be 
the choreographer for this fall’s performance. 

Auditions open at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 30, at the Rogers 
Palmer Performing Arts Center. 

Those who want to work behind the scenes will have a technical 
audition. This will include an audition form and a short interview. 
Following that, performers who want to be in the production will 
sing 32 bars of a song with an accompaniment. Davis said he is 
looking for contemporary musicals that were written in the last 
20 years. However it is not a requirement, students can sing what 
they are comfortable with. Dance auditions will follow. 


By Faith Aaron 
Multimedia Journalist 


TJC West Campus is expanding with trade and business 
focused programs after becoming recognized as the School of 
Skilled Trades and Continuing Studies in January. 

The School of Nursing and Health Sciences; School of 
Engineering, Mathematics, and Sciences; School of Humanities, 
Communications, and Fine Arts; School of Professional and 
Technical Programs; and the School of Trades and Continuing 
Studies are the family of schools that make up TJC’s campuses. 
The programs offered at The School of Trades and Continuing 
Studies are pharmacy technology, certified medical assistant, 
nursing assistant, automotive technology, welding technology, 
HVAC, electrical controls and technology, and advanced 
manufacturing technology, according to TJC West's website. 

Brent Wallace, dean and executive administrator of TJC West 
said, “We've served thousands of students in the recent years. 
And then we see that there's a high demand this fall, enrollment 
is really strong. This is a trend that we're really excited about, 
because it's showing that there's a number of people post 
COVID, that are looking-for long-term careers and in skilled 
trades and in industry and we're heré to meet those needs.” 

The number of young adults going into technical jobs has 


~ West Campus grows business opportunities with 


dropped by 49% in the last 
two years from 2020 to 2022, 
according to a recent article by 
NPR.org. 

Wallace says they are 
working with local businesses 
to create efficient job training 
programs, 

“What we have is a number 
of Continuing Studies 
programs that allow students 
to have short burst of classes 
and training, yes, but that also, 
we look ahead to them. having 
stackable credentials that can 
lead into a credit program,” 
Wallace said. “We're starting | 
to work more with large scale business partners — Brookshire's, 
BraunAbility.” | | 

The Brookshire's partnership is building the track to eventually 
offer an industrial refrigeration certificate and industrial 
refrigeration track for employees and future employees. Not only 
does The School of Trades and Continuing Studies offer many 
programs to students, but it has become a training center for 


new school 
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The School of Trades and Continuing Studies, previously TJC West Campus, is located at 1530 S Southwest Loop 323, Tyler, TX. This includes 
certified nursing programs, technology, skilled trades and training, and more. 


businesses to help meet employee training needs. Wallace said 
they work with the municipalities to provide jailer training and 
first responders training. 

“We're working with this city, actually with Smith County, 
to do jailer training inside of our law enforcement continuing 
education program," Wallace said. "We have programs like truck 


Trade continued on Page 3 
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By Faith Hammersley 
Multimedia Journalist 


Have you ever experienced good weather 
_and decided to take a trip to the lake and read a 
book? That’s what I did this summer. I read up 
to 30 books, and I enjoyed every bit of it. Many 

people may not like to read because they can 
never find a book that draws them in, but I hope 
to help change that. 


“This Ends With Us 
and It Starts With Us” 
By Colleen Hoover 


Colleen Hoover's series 

| starts with “This Ends 

» With Us.” It begins with 

- Lily Bloom sitting on a 

| rooftop thinking about 

” death. She just came from 

her father’s funeral and she 

-was upset. She stood up and was kicking and 

_ screaming when she noticed a guy standing on 
the other side. The guy is none other than Ryle 
Kincaid, an upcoming neurosurgeon. They have 
chemistry, but it becomes clear both of them have 
different views on relationships. Ryle sees one 
night stands or casual flings, while Lily is looking 
for a relationship. They part ways but meet six 
months later when Lily opens her dream flower 
shop and hires Allyssa, Ryle’s sister. Ryle and 
Lily’s attraction only increases, until Ryle decides 
to explore a relationship with Lily. Throughout 
the relationship, Lily relives her past and reads 
journals she wrote when she was with her best 
friend, Atlas Corrigan, a homeless 18-year-old. 
Ryle lashes out at Lily due to his past, and when 
they get married, his outbursts get out of hand. “It 
Starts With Us” talks about how Ryle and Lily are 
divorced. Lily runs into Atlas on the street where 
they have a conversation and end up moving in 
together. Soon, the two are getting married when 
Atlas mentions how he is grateful to have won 
Lily’s heart and even to have her break his heart. 


Simon & Schuster 


“The Summer I 
Jenny Han 


This series is one I was 
so drawn in to. The first 
book is “The Summer I 
| Turned Pretty,” the second 
book is “It’s Not Summer 
' Without You,” and the final 
book is “We'll Always Have 
Summer.” The series is about Isabel Susannah 
Conklin who her family calls her “Belly.” Belly 
and her family go every summer to the beach 
house in Cousins Beach with her mom, Laurel’s 
best friend and her two sons, Conrad Beck 
Fisher and Jeremiah Fisher. Steven Conklin, 
Belly’s brother, notices his sister constantly 
looking at Conrad and how everything they 
would do Belly would want to join. A love stirs 
between Belly and the brothers. Belly deals with 
her first love and her first heartbreak during 
the “perfect summer.” Belly and Conrad build 

_ their friendship to how it was when they were 
younger. 


Simon & Schuster 


“Love and Other Words” 
By Christina Lauren 


* The book starts with 
-.. 10-year-old Macy Sorenson 
se & losing her mom from 


"ih Sie nian aati 


A mitten Cancer, Macy and her 
¢ . AUR 3. N A dad live in Berkeley, 
Oras ‘ fe California, but her father 


buys a weekend house in 
Healdsburg. At the house, 
Macy noticed Elliot, a boy from next door in 
alittle space in Macy’s room. Her father turned 
_ that space into a library for Macy because she 
loves to read and so does Elliot. Elliot and Macy 
_ hang out more, which at first Macy’s father 
didn't like. 
__ The book goes into “then” and “now” chapters; 
it goes into the past from when Macy and Elliot 
were younger to now as they are adults. Elliot 
and Macy fall in love but they have struggles 
like every couple. Elliot and Macy bond over a’ 
mutual love of reading and telling one another 
their favorite new words. Macy holds back some 
of her feelings, especially about the death of her 
mother, but Elliot helps her open up by giving her 
a copy of “Bridge to Terabithia.” In 11 years they 
meet again and Macy is engaged and Elliot has a 
girlfriend. When they meet Macy is at a café with 
her best friend, Sabrina. Elliot breaks up with his 
girlfriend the day he meets Macy. Macy ends up 
not getting married and goes back to Elliot and 
they end up together again. 


Gallery Books 


Grand Central Publishing 


Turned Pretty” Series By 


Simon & Schuster 


COLLEEN 


HOOVER 


Simon & Schuster 


“Verity” by 
Colleen Hoover 


Writer Lowen Ashleigh 
sees a man die on the way 
to her publisher meeting. 
Jeremy Crawford, a handsome 
man, helps Lowen. They 
immediately have a connection 
and share their grief. Jeremy 
mentions how he lost his twin 
daughters six months apart. 
Verity has lost her mother to 
cancer. They separate and head to a meeting 
that low and behold they are both heading into 
at Pantem Press. Jeremy is the husband of the 
author Verity Crawford, who was unable to 
finish the remaining books in her series, “The 
Noble Virtues.” They gave Lowen a deal asking 
her to complete the books. Since Lowen was 
facing eviction, she takes the deal and travels to 
Vermont to gather Verity’s notes. Before leaving 
her former agent/ lover, Corey, he reveals the 
suspicious nature of Verity’s car accident that 
left her immobilized. Jeremy convinces Lowen to 
move into their home. Lowen and Jeremy start 
getting to know each other and end up together 
behind Verity’s back. However, Jeremy didn’t 
know Lowen found Verity's autobiography and 
found out how his twin daughters had died. She 
later made Jeremy read it, which put him ina 
rage where he ended up choking Verity like she 
tried to do on one of her daughters. Before this, 
Lowen noticed Verity being able to move despite 
reports of her being immobile. The story ends 
with Jeremy and Lowen being pregnant with 
their daughter, and Jeremy's son moving away. 
Before they started leaving, Lowen found a letter 
from Verity. 

“And that’s what love at first sight is. It isn't 
really love at first sight until you've been with 
the person long enough for it to become love 
at first fight,” a quote from Verity page, 73. 


“Ugly” Love by 
Colleen Hoover 


In this book, Elizabeth 
Tate Collins, 23, relocates 
from San Diego to San 
Francisco to pursue 
a master’s degree in 
nursing while working 
in the ER as a registered 
nurse. She plans to move 
in with her older brother, 
Corbin, in his luxury apartment. When she 
arrives, Corbin, a pilot, is at work. Tate meets . 
Cap, the outgoing elevator attendant who 
becomes her best friend. When she heads 
to the apartment, she sees an intoxicated 
man at the door crying. Tate calls Corbin 
not knowing who this man is and how to get 
into the apartment. Corbin asks her to wait 
while he calls Miles when he realizes the 
drunk person is Miles. He tells Tate, and she 
lets Miles into the apartment. Miles and Tate 
have a rocky start but once they got to know 
each other it sort of changed. Tate and Miles 
develop a strong connection that brought 
flashbacks in Miles’ past that he wasn’t 
expecting. The end of the book takes place 
two years later, and Tate and Miles have a 
child named Sam. 


“November 9” by Colleen 
_ Hoover. 


an On the second anniversary 
au of Fallon O'Neil’s accident, she 
"~* decided to meet her father 
who she doesn't have a good 
connection with anymore. 
‘3 Her father is the former actor 
Donovan O’Neil. She tells him 
she is planning on moving to 
New York that evening to pursue an acting 
career on Broadway. Unfortunately, Fallon’s 
father tells her she will never make it as 
an actor because of the ugly scars on her 
body. Backtrack to a year or two ago at the 
O’Neils residence when there was a house 
fire that burned half of Fallon’s body. What 
Fallon didn’t know was in the booth behind 
her father was a boy, Ben, listening to the 
conversation. Ben started acting like he was 
her boyfriend. At first Fallon was confused, 
but she played along. Ben defended Fallon. 
After a while, Fallon and Ben go back to her 
apartment. In her room, Ben notices boxes 
everywhere. He knew she wasn't kidding 
when she said, “By tonight, I will be living 
in New York.” Ben tells Fallon how he is in 
college to become a writer and she mentions 


how he should write a story about their “fake 


relationship.” They make a deal that on Nov. 
9 every year they will meet at the restaurant 


and continue where they left off. They also said 
how they can’t have each other's phone number 
or add each other on social media, they would 
have to trust that they would show up that day 
every year. 

Fast forward to them meeting for three years, 
Fallon reads Ben's manuscript even when she 
said she wouldn't. She notices he mentions the 
fire in it and topics she said out of trust. Fallon 
finds out the night of the fire Ben lost his mother 
to cancer and suicide. She didn’t want the guy 
she was in love with, which was Donoven O’Neil, 
Fallon’s father, to watch her fade away. Ben was 
16 years old and he didn’t know how to take care 
of his rage, so he went to Donoven’s house. Ben 
used a gas can Donoven left out and dumped it 
on the car, lit a match then left. That’s how the 
house caught on fire, and how Fallon got her 
scars. Ben told himself he wouldn't live a normal 
life anymore because of what he did to Fallon. 
In the book, he wrote from the point of view of 
his life before Fallon, then went on talking about 
everything Fallon has done to save Ben's life. In 
this book, there are trigger warnings of fires and 
suicide. 


“The American Roommate 
Experience: A Novel” by 


amt 


4 4 Werice..: Elena Armas 
RO OMMATE a 
ps ey ~~ While staying at her friend's 
apartment, Rosie thought there 
ea was a burglary. When she 
r+ calls 9u1, the so-called burglar 
|... mentions how his cousin gave 
him a key and Rosie hung up. 
ees aren She opened the door to find 


Lina’s cousin, Lucas. Rosie has been crushing 
on and stalking Lucas’ Instagram for a couple 
months. Rosie’s ceiling collapsed which made her 


thedrumbeat.com 


BookTok: Summary of Summer Reads 


stay at her best friend’s loft not knowing Lucas 
would be staying there too. 

Rosie said Lucas could have the loft while she 
went and found a hotel. Lucas said they can be 
“roommates.” Rosie is a writer, but she hasn't 
been inspired to write anything lately due to her 
lying to her brother and father about what she 

is doing with her life. When she talks with Lina, 
they discuss how Rosie needs to venture out in 
the dating field again and that would help her 
start writing again. Rosie told Lina she didn’t need 
to do that because no guy would want to show her 
how a girl really needs to be treated. Rosie didn't 
know Lucas was listening to that conversation 
and he had an idea. Lucas asked her about the 
past guys she has dated and she explained all 
the guys she dated wanted her for one thing. 
Rosie and Lucas start going on experiment dates. 
He finds Rosie wanting to meet him at Lina’s 
wedding when he wasn't able to come so he talks 
to Lina’s husband about remaking that night so 
he and Rosie could have their first dance together. 
That night Rosie comes clean about liking Lucas. 
It started raining and Rosie got a call from her 
brother saying he was in trouble. Her brother 
slept on the couch, and her and Lucas slept in 

the bed together. Lucas and Rosie start dating 
then it comes time for him to go to Spain. When 
Lucas was in Spain, he hated every minute and 
wanted to be with Rosie. When Lina found out 
there was something serious between Rosie and 
Lucas, she made plans on New Year's for Lucas to 
be in America and surprise Rosie. The book ends 
on Lucas and Rosie moving in together and them 
being happy and in love. 
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by Lilian Hulm 


1 : TJC band members march in formation in the parking area next to Pat Hartley Fields on Aug. 23. The temperature was 104 degrees Fahrenheit as they practiced. 


i Left: Members of the Touch of Gold 
-* colorguard practice along side 
] members of the band. The Band 
is comprised of more than 200 
q members and is the largest student 
organization on campus with 

_ Students from all over the country 
oe according to the TJC 
Marching Band homepage. 

Bottom right: A member of the 
Touch of Gold colorguard twirls 

a flag through the air, as the 
percussion ensemble and drumline 
practice in the background. The TJC | 
, band has been performing | 
for more than 75 years. : 


1 Trade: Partnerships fulfill 
1 local employer needs 


HONOR SOCIETY 


a From Page 1 


Check your TIC email starting in September for 
the official membership invitation! 


driving here, certified nursing assistant, certified medical assistant, we 

| have pharmacy tech programs, that to name a few.” . 

4 Adam Palacios, director of business and industry partnerships, skilled 

i trades, and continuing studies, shares two developing programs, 

| the importance of the school's independence, and the flourishing 

. | opportunities their campus provides. 

“I'm developing an ammonia technician program. So we are presenting 

for the curriculum instruction this fall, and then we'll have it in the fall 

of 2024. So, we have that program developing,” Palacios said. 

They are looking into a forklift warehouse operations program, 

along with the Brookshire's program, 

. | Palacios spoke about how businesses reach out to them for training 

for employees, and opportunities in their non-accredited programs 

and teaching. He explains that businesses tour the campus weekly, 

' looking to recruit, and the efficiency that he is able to provide through 

collaboration within the campus. 

A “We are the probably the most community facing school, at that we 

a give tours, probably at least once a week to businesses,” Palacios said. 
Palacios said employers come to them looking to fulfill staffing needs. 
“One of the first questions they ask is, do you have the workforce to 

| meet my needs? Do you have the capabilities to ultimately provide the 

workforce. We are that industrial manufacturing hub, or we're also the 

" continuing studies, which are non-credit courses,” Palacios said. “So if 

) they want customized courses that match exactly what they're doing, 

we're able to do that.” 

He said that TJC West can work with local businesses to create 
custom programs in a fraction of the time it would take at a four-year 
accredited program. 

“We move at the speed of business,” Palacios said. 


Nearly 800 four-year college partners who 
provide $246 million in scholarships just 
for PTK members. The average transfer 
scholarship offered by partner colleges is 
$2,500 a year! | 


> 


Leadership and service experiences 
that will boost your resume, making 
you more competitive for both PTK and 
non-PTK scholarships. 


Up to $90 million in scholarships to help 
you complete your associate, bachelor’s, 
even master’s degrees. 


; For more information 

‘i about the programs and 

“ certifications at The School 

of Trades and Continuing 
Studies, visit TJC.edu. 
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Obituary: Kevin Vest, Athletic Director 


TYLER — It is with profound sadness that the family of Kevin 
Vest announce his passing on August 7, 2023 after a heroic battle 
with melanoma. He went peacefully in his home with his wife 
Alicia and daughter Macey by his side and surrounded by loved 
ones. 

_ Kevin was born May 15, 1976 to Jack and Kay Vest of Galesburg, 
Il. His love of and dedication to baseball started early. His father 
recalled that Kevin decided in the 8th grade that he was going 
to be a college baseball coach. He graduated from Galesburg 
High School in 1994 then furthered his education and pursued a 
baseball career at Illinois College in Jacksonville, Il where he met 
his future wife Alicia Brown who shared a passion for athletics. 
Kevin started his career in coaching as soon as his playing days 
ended, serving as an assistant at Illinois College and Knox College 
before being named the head coach at MacMurray College 
(Jacksonville, Il) in 2002 at the age of 26. He also spent time as 
an assistant coach at Springfield College while pursuing his 
masters in Organizational Management from Ashford University 
(Clinton IA). In 2010 he was selected as the head baseball coach 
and sports coordinator at Rock Valley College (Rockford, Il) while 
also serving as an associate scout for the Philadelphia Phillies 


and as the bench coach for the Rockford Riverhawks of the 
Frontier League. In 2016 he made the difficult decision to retire 
from coaching to embark on a new journey as Athletic Director 
of Waubonsee College (Sugar Grove II). In 2019 he was offered 

his dream job as Athletic Director at the highly esteemed Tyler 
Junior College in Tyler TX, only the 5th honored to hold this 

title. In 4 shorts years the school won eight national titles under 
his leadership and in 2021 he received the National Association 
of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA) Athletic Director of 
the Year Award. He not only valued TJC (Feather’s Up!), but also 
the importance of being involved in the community and making 
a difference in athletics on the national level by serving on several 
committees and organizations. 

Though he loved athletics and helping athletes succeed, it 
paledin comparison to his love for his family. He married his 
college sweetheart Alicia (whom he lovingly told everyone was 
the best athlete in the house) in 2003 and they celebrated their 
20th anniversary in June of this year. His “reason” Macey arrived 
in July of 2007. They share a passion for reading and have quite 
the library. This small family shared a tight bond with many 
traditions: Friday morning donuts before school and Sunday 


never ended without ice cream. They supported his dreams 
and were always excited when a new opportunity and zip code 


presented itself. 
Kevin loved seeing others succeed and his handwritten notes of 


thanks and congratulations to friends throughout the country will 
be missed. He was quick to smile and laugh and was always up for 
a beer and a talk with friends, new or old, where there was always 
a funny story to share told with great excitement and animation. 

Kevin will be deeply missed by his wife Alicia, daughter Macey, 
father and mother Jack and Kay, brother Chris (Amanda) and 
their children Justus, Zander and Gianna, and Aunt Cindy. He 
will also be dearly missed by his Mother and father-in-law Jim 
and Shelley Brown; sister-in-law Carissa Stratman (Pat) and their 
children River, Goldie and Archer. | 

A celebration of life will be held later this fall in Tyler, Texas 
and again in his hometown of Galesburg, Il. More information to 
follow. 

Per Kevin's wishes memorial donations will be placed in an 
education savings account to benefit Macey. 
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THEME: ON 
THE ROAD 


ACROSS 


1. More down in the 
dumps 

6. Will Ferrell's 2003 
Christmas character 
g. Century Gothic, e.g. 
13. Twisted cotton 
thread 

14. Greek "t" 

15. Biblical mount 

16. Dessert sandwich- 
es 

17. Barley bristle 

18. Pungent edible 
bulb 

19. *Shared ride 

21. *Yellow Brick Road 
traveller 

23. Member of the Be- 
nevolent Order 

24. Sword handle 

25. The little one 
"stops to tie his shoe" 
28. AI "fodder" 

30. “Gas station option 
35. Thailand money 
37. Phone cam images 
39. Fill with happy 
spirit 

40. Bora oy 

Al. Vexed 

43. Uncontrolled 
swerve 

44. Middle Eastern 
V.1.P.s 

46. Genesis twin 
47.""The Odyssey," e.g. 
48. Hooray! 


50. Speaking platform 


52. Campfire residue 

53. What sailors are to 

captain 

55. Lawyers org. 

57. "Jack of "On the 
Road" fame 

61. *Refreshment 

break 

65. Live sign for radio, 
2 words 

66. Shakespearean 
"fuss" 

68. Bar order, with. 

"the" 

69. Ownership docu- 
ment | 

70. Mitt Romney's 

title, abbr. 

71. Christmas Eve vis- 
itor 

72. Keats' works, e.g. 

73. *Major road, abbr. 


74. *Certain number of 


cylinders 


For puzzle solutions, visit 


DOWN 


1. Cold War's Warsaw 
Pact, e.g. 

2. Turkish money 

3. One on drugs 

4. Run off to Vegas? 

5. Sold on eBay, usu- 
ally 

6. Short for "and else- 
where" s/o 
7. Hammurabi's code, 
e.g. | 

8. Plural of fundus 

9. Porto__, Italy 

10. Got this! 

11. Sodium hydroxide 
12. Like Tim of "A 
Christmas Carol" 

15. Foray 

20. Giraffe's striped- 
legged cousin 

22. Like one of the Tes- 
taments 

24. Fine-toothed rita) 
cutter 

25: “Famous road from 
Beatles crossing 

26. Actress Watts 

27. Minute parasite 

29. “Spare one 

31. If all. "fails" 

32. Sarpa____, coral 
reef fish 

33. Tiny purses 

34. Olden day phle- 
botomy instrument 
36. Waterproof canvas 
38. Clothing line 

42. UAE's most popu- 
lous city 


45. Close the fastener, 


e.g. 
49. Epoch 

51. Between 90 and I80 
degrees 

54. E-wallet's content 
56. Very, in music 

57. Japanese zither 

58. Author Bagnold 

59. Goes with interest 
60. Great masters me- 
dium, pl. 

61. *Hoofed "express" 
traveler 

62." The Summer I 
Turned Pretty" actress 
ats. SRR 

63. Solemn promise 
64. Surveyors map 

67. Morning drops 
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‘ Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every 
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9. 
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Mexican culture is well demonstrated in the new D.C. film with the portrayal of Mexican 


families. 


‘Blue Beetle’ brings Latino 


a 


Lilian Hulme 
Multimedia Journalist 


Latino representation has been absent 
in Hollywood for quite some time, despite 
Latinos making 19.1% of the total U.S. 


population, according to the census.gov. In the 
past when Latinos have been cast, the roles fell 


into old negative stereotypes of criminals or 
workers. Other roles have portrayed the traits 
of laziness, dirtiness and lack of intelligence. 

I have also noticed the overly sexualized 
idea of Latina women as seen with actors like 
Sofia Vergara, Salma Hayek, Jessica Alba etc. 
who have been put in positions that focus on 
their sensuality and body, which feeds into 
this creepy exotic fantasy. 

In recent years, I have seen improvements 
in these characters, but Hollywood still has 
a long way to go. DC comics’ new release 
“Blue Beetle” features mainly a Latino cast. 


representation to theaters 


This movie did a great job at the portrayal 
of Mexican culture and healed my younger 
self who was made fun of for my family or 
traditions. The values of family and always 
having each other's back was a prominent 
theme. It felt natural and raw with a focus on 
moving up and showing Latinos succeeding, 
and not only their struggle. I was able to see 
someone like me be successful, and their 
culture be a part of them but not the only 
thing that defines them. It also did a great job 
when using Spanglish, which many movies 
fail to do. Certain phrases used brought an 
even stronger connection to Latino viewers. 
The cameo of El Chapulin Colorado, an 
iconic figure in Mexican media, was a great 
reference to honor iconic superheroes who 


came before. This movie gave me hope to see 


more Latino stories that put us in a positive 
light. We matter. We are not just the butt of 
a joke. 


Photo by Lilian Hulme 
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Annual leadership retreat 
| brings students together 


Photo by Liza Inion 
Students Jatorra Taylor and: Kaori Edmondmonson participate in Ya-A-Te. The re- 


treat is held at Sky Ranch. 


SILOM RRO 


| Photo by Liza Inion 


; Photo by Liza Inion 
q Bi - The Fullers perform in front of Apaches at Ya-A-Te. Activities included skits, 
a dances, and raps. 


Photo by Liza Inion 
Students act out a skit from "The Little Mermaid." Other skits 
followed. 


Photo by Liza Inion 
Students dance at a silent disco party. Other events included pool parties. 
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1 Genecov Science Buildings (GNG2NGB} {9 Baldwin Facilities & Construction 21 Apache Rooms 33 Athletic Field House (FH) | 42 Apache: Junction | 46 Bateman Hall | 
2 Jenkins Hail (J) 10 Campus Police 22 Billie & Bill Hartley Honor Plaza 34. Athletic Strength & Conditioning | Cafeteria 47 Claridge Hall Y 
3 Omelas Center for Band, | 11 Campus Services 23 Dental Hygiene Clinic Facility | 43 Chick-fil-A 48 Crossroads Hall a 
Apache Belles & Dance |12 Dual Credit/Early College Office (DCB) 24 Elizabeth Sweet Peacock Marsh | 35 — Intramural Field |44 Common Grounds | 49 Holley Hall 
4 — Pirtle Technology (7) 13 Promise and Scholarship Office Garden 36 JoAnn Mediock Murphy Tennis | 45 Rising Roll 50 Hudnall Hall 
5 Potter Hall (P) 14 Research & Marketing Services (RMS) 25 Gatewood Garden Center (MTC) | 51 Loulse H, & Joseph | 
6 Robert M. Rogers Nursing & | 45 Residential Life & Housing (RLH) 26 Geese in Flight 37 Louise Brookshire Community | Ornelas Residential 
Health Sciences Center (RNHS) 46 Rogers Student Center (RSC) 27 ina Brundrett Azalea Garden Tennis Complex | Complex 
7 Vatighn Conservatory (VC) 47 Satellite Physical Plant 28 Jean Browne Theatre — 38 Pat Hartley Complex | 52 Sledge Hall 
8 Wise Cultural Arts (WCA) | 42 Vaughn Library (LRC) 29 Rogers Palmer Performing 39 Pat Hartley Concession Stand | 53 Vaughn Hall 
40 Widlieene Canter Arts Center 40 Pat Hartley Fields 54 Wesley House 
20 White Administrative Services 30 The Earth and Space seni Center |} 41 Wagstaff Gymnasium (WG) | 
| Center (WASC) 34 pep ea See page 2 for Apache Recreation Center | i 
| 32 Tyler Museum of Art | Parking: S - Student; F - Faculty/Staff: R - Residen ‘ 
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CORRECTIONS POLICY 


The DrumBeat strives to provide accurate infor- 


and academic classification. Editors reserve the 


Additional copies may be purchased for 50 cents 
each by contacting the TJC journalism office. News- 
paper theft is a crime. Those who violate the single 
copy rule may be subject to civil and criminal perse- 
cution and/or subject to ‘ADVERTISING 


ADVERTISING 


The DrumBeat accepts advertising at the rate 

of $5 per column-inch. To request a copy of The 
DrumBeat's advertising card with submission 
guidelines, policies and deadlines call 903-510-2335. 


mation and welcomes comments, suggestions, and/ 
or complaints about errors that warrant correction. 
Messages about news coverage can be emailed to 
news@thedrumbeat.com, Letters to the editor may 
be emailed to news@thedrumbeat.com, delivered to 
Jenkins 1114B. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The DrumBeat invites its readers to share views by 
writing letters to the editor. All contributions will be 


edited for grammar, spelling, length (300 words max- 
imum), profanity and personal attacks. All letters must 


include the author's name, address telephone number, 


right to deny publication of any letter. Letters 
should be emailed to: news@thedrumbeat.com 
or brought to Jenkins 1114B. 


© The DrumBeat 2023 


All rights reserved. The DrumBeat, the student 
newspaper of Tyler Junior College, is published by 
journalism students biweekly during the fall and 
spring terms except during holidays and final exams. 
The DrumBeat is a student publication and the 
opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the administration, faculty, staff, or the adviser. 


